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Let us con as one is 70 . unto 
Love and to good Works : 


| Ne" fee the aſſembling of « our ſilver 


s f 


— : : [2 * 


HE Heart of Man i is kur Seat of Wik. 


999 


Thought are "A our own Deſires and 
— Actions modelled and directed: and by 
the proden a lication | of it it are the Doings 0 of 


„ 


Praiſe, or b Cheng. in ſuch Degrees, as Cer- 


tainty or Conſecture Terres 10 ſupport our 28 | 
mene. ..-...- | 

Neither are we our ſelves; or thoſe of our own 
8 pecies only the unavoidable Objects of our Under- 
ſtanding: The Senſes ever communicate ſome new 
Form and Appearance of Matter infinitely diverſi- 
fied, in Motion, Figure, and Poſition; and from a 
reaſonable Con ſideration of Qualities and Diſpoſiti- 


ons wänting in them, and preſent T0 Us, does the 


Soul of Man exalt itſelf above the Rank of tlüipgs 


ſenſitive, or animal; and, by the Mediation of fin- 
cere Diſcourſe, man 1 its Alltanes to an innumèe 


rable company of Angels, and from them to che * | 
and only Perentate. Hits 
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dom, and by this retired Principle of 


> . 


2 ASERM ON 2 . I 


E 2 Sens 7 n 
hath ſet the (whole) 4 


ms iü. 13. 
very Tres pn the Sade aud guad 
N 2 the e of Gaed, and Rot, 


the tree of Life K (Gen. il, 9.) hath the Almighty 
planted in the m dſt of human Underſtanding. 

And who would not deſire to dwell here? What 
Perſon who had once ſeen, and taſted the gracious 
and ever growing Pl ſures of ſecure Retirem 8 
inoffenfive Contemplation, would not take Delight 
therein, and think it good for him to be ever there? 

W 18 1 1 or c delt alone? Are L 


Nee 2 4 8 
neous: u Beben wy 1. to fo. particular Moti- 
ons, or Actions, inſtantly ariſe, from a diſtinct and 
thoroug gh © dae of almoſt every . 
N x ere ot H to dur waking Tho ughts?.. 
Where then is the Merit of monaſtick Solitude, 
where the real: Value of; penſive, of unſociable re- 
treat? AU Ti bo lg 205 of. Labeur ; Excl. j, 8. 

We muſt, an efore, and play the Men, 
that the, o only 25 = G. all good Gifts, way Fer. 
his own-again. with incteaſe, and uſury. 

Tho ug t alone may, and I firmly 8 . be 
the great Employment of another Life, when we. 
ſhakes off the Neceſſities: of our mortal Frame, and. 
be clhatbed upon with a Body, Re unto, bis glorieus 
Body; but in the Age that now is, Faith is perfected 
by Love  uhiigned, and Adtions only can _ 

rate 


the Sons of thẽ CI HE 


mate Kass and altho | | t- "OR 

ments croſs our Hopes, or baffic out Intentions,” al- Os 
though, in the varions Scenes of our religious, or 

benevolent Purſuits, we may ſometimes be inſtruct- 

ed, as Videon did che Men bf Sucret i, with Thotns 

and with Briarsy yet let ut ftar not their Terror, | | 

neither let us pray o be taken out of The World. ” 

But, as the Apoſtle ſpeaks,” | 

- Let ws confider one "ariother t provoke wnto Lowe, 

and to good Works. * oft 8 ent oc 

Net forſaking the offembling of our ſelves rogether 
In a diligent Peruſal of thefe Words, we cannot 

help obſerving in general, that there is both a D- \ 

ty commanded, and the moſt effectual Means pre- 

33 for 555 5 fecure and adcquate ie. res 
}-Works are the End of the Com- 
mandment : The Aſſembling our ſelves together, | 
and our Confidering one another, are lid down as 5 j 
the moſt proper, and 2 Method, of fulfilling. ” 
that which is commanded. | oP 253, tiff ] 


3 7 : : * 0 i * * 
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1 ſhall therefore Firſt of all e ſhew 
thoſe Meaſures and Degrees of Influence, which'the 
Directions here giveh may be ſuppoſed to naue on 
the Doty preſeribed; or, how the Adembliig our: 


telves ee and our one another, 
Was e vo OD to Love, and good 1 : 


— > * 


Secunaly, I ſhall lay before' you the minkry Exel. 
lency of Love, and good Works in general, 


1 „ 1 a3 


— — — —— 2 2 — • 


. Thirdy, Apply ile Uſe and Effect of the 
Doctrine from thence derived to the particular Oe- 
co of this our PRE Ag | 


Firf hel, I muſt citdearbbr to few thoſe Mea 
ſures, and Degrees of. Influence, which the Direc-. 
tions here given may be ſuppoſed to have on the 

Duty preſcribed, or how, the Aſſembling our ſelves 
together, and our Conſidering one another, may 
be thought to e unto Love, and to Sood 
Works. 

And however happy bebe Men drongll us may 
declare themſelves, : in the Poſſeſſion, and in the 
Uſe of the moſt compleat heroick Virtue, without: 
the dull laborious intervention of ſuch Means, as 
the leſs informed, and by them deſpiſed Part of 
Mankind are willing to apply; yet do the Teach- 
ers of Philoſophy almoſt with ane Voice condemn 
this their Heel Confulence: mT , 2 On. ; 
W bn 

Naher a can 7 bey f to fay, L. Aa 2 

himſelf, or any of his Apoſtles after him, ever pro- 
feſſed themſelves of this Weir Number, cnn in 
Word, or. Deed. 10 209 | 

\Theſe appointed: Meians wy Duty bein g no he 
chan the intermediate Steps, and regular Grada- 
tions, which are intimated to us in the Patriarch s 
Viſion, when he dreamed, and behold a Ladder ſet 
upon the Earth, and the Top of it reached unta Ha. 
ven. Gen. xxviii. 12. | 

Opportunities muſt; be therefore ſought after, as 
well as complied with, when offered; we muſt not | 
forſake, or, in other Sounds, we muſt carefully re- 
member, to aſſemble ourſelves nn, 3 for where 

can 


the Sons of the CLERN GY 5 = 
can our Light ſhine before Men with equal Ad- a 
vantage, either to ourſelves, or others; or where | 2M 
is our Creator glorified, if not in the miaſt of: the: 
Church, in the great Congregation, when we declare: 
his Name unto our Brethren, Heb. ii. 112. 
For let us ſuppoſe (and ſurely the Suppoſition is: 
not unreaſonable,) that the inward Thoughts and; 
Sentiments of a good Man always ſupport, and ani- 
mate the Declarations of his Voice, and the de- ? 
portment of his Body; as once the Spirit of the: 
living Creature the — Wheels, Ezek. i. 
How then can any one, inſtructed as the Truth 
is, appear before his Almighty God, and Gover- 
nour, without a warm and lively Senſe of his over- 
rolin g Providence, and Power; without an awful 
Recognition of his being a juſt, and impartial Fa- 
ther, gracious unto All, becauſe he is Lord of All. 
And can theſe naturally active and vrolifick. 
Truths dic away in barren Silence? Can they te- 
main unfruitful in the fluggiſh Folds of an unpro- 
fitable Napkin? 
Will not Mercies, and Pardon, and laing Kind- 
nels, either ſued - for, or obtained from the only. 
Lord, and Giver of Life, inſtantly direct each wil- 
ling Faculty of Thou ght, into ſimilar and corte-: 
hens: Deeds of the. moſt diffuſed, and rang 
Benevolenſgee ? J 
Can Bleſſings Temp neral, or Spiritual pollelb our 
Memories, and ſhall not the moſt effectual De- 
monſtrations of ſincere Acknowledgment appear in. 
every Word, and Work? g b 
When the Grace of God does therefore thus. 
abound toward us, by the indulgent Efficacy of his 
immediate Preſence, OT the Heart of Man muſt 


6 ASERMON preach's before 


be harder than the nether Milſtone, if their All- 
Sufficiency in All Things, from thence derived, does 
not abound toward All, in the moſt fervent Imita- 
tion of the Riches of his Goodneſs. . 
Or will not vain Man as yet underſta ind, t ö 
muſt All tread the Paths of his Mercy, © or we can- 
not enter into his Perfection?ꝰꝛ | 
There does ariſe then from the very Nature of 
our preſenting ourſelves before the Lord, in a Reli- 
ous Aſſembly, a general Determination of the Mind 
to order our Thoughts unto him, to communicate 
his Bleſſings, and to extend his Glory. But how 
can Man communicate theſe Bleſſings, unleſs by 
his Fellow Creatures into a joyful: Partici- 
pation of them? And where can 5 divine Glorx 
enlarge itſelf with equal Luſtre, as in the increaſing 
Happineſs of thoſe who bear his Superſcription, and 
are made after his own Image? 
For all general Notions, however juſt and well 


intentioned their Contents may be, can never prove 
of real uſe to Mankind, unleſs reſolved into thoſe 


_ Particulars again, from whence they were origi- 
nally collected. They muft water the Face of the 
Ground, as the Clouds drop Fatneſs, by gentle 


Rain on every tender Herb. ä 
The Condition of each Individual therefore muſt 


be con ſidered, and compared; the reciprocal Bonds 
of Alkance, and Affection muſt ſuggeſt the Mea- 
ſore, ſupport the Conftancy, and apply the Fraits 
of theſe our Refolutions, that our Beneficence may 
be imparted unto all Men, according to the prirni- 
tive Practice, as Oy Man hath need, Als ii. 45. 


kad 


* 


- the Sons of the C LER PVP. 7 

And what Occaſions of Liſe can ever open ſo 
great, ſo perſwaſive, ſo effectual a Door to us, for 
Application to particular Uſes, as the Aflemblin: g 
ourſelves together. For then the common Simili- 
tude of Nature, as well as that infinite N of 
Bufineſs, and Occupations, from whence ariſes Or- 
der and Diſtinction in a State, will ſtrike forcibly 
upon the Senſes, and from thenee follicn, and many 
Times engage the Artention of the woſt unre- 
gard ing heedleſs Perſons. 

And wpen a Suppoſition of inks Advantages 
thus powerful, and prefent to us, are We here ad- 
viſed to call in all the Strength of Judgment, and 
Sagacity to their Affiſtance, we maſt conſider one 
another, not with a flight and careleſs View, as 
when a Man beholds his natural 3 ine dus. 
Jam. i. 23. and ftraightway forgette! man- 
ner of "Ma he was, but oe are here commanded 
to enter into an open, à ſerious, and a candid Pe- 
ruſal of each other's natural, or acquired Abilities, 
and from thenee to determine in what Method, and 


in what Degree, every one of the Chriſtian Com- 


munity may moſt properly employ the Talents 


committed to him, er the perfecting of the Saints, 
for the Work of the Miniſtry, Eph. iv. 12. 


For the Word KeTarziy , which we render to 
conſider, does in itſelf denote that Operation of the 
Mind, whereby we compare the Properties, the 


Relations, or the Circumſtances of one Object, with 


thoſe of another, and after due Examination, do 


from thence eſtabliſh ſome uſeful Concluſion, or 


Rule of Duty. 


7M Kerezvonrs dijudicandi Ratio. KaTav0;ours 785 xh, V. 24. 
Tz Sh v. 27. 01% | OR. 
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But was the true Import of the Word more un- 
certain, or obſcure, the Deſign, and End of the 
Duty here reſcribed, would ſoon direct our mov- 
8 8 Thou ghis into the undoubted Interpretation 

R 

For muſt not fuch a previous Uſe be made of any 
gi ven Means, as may beſt effectuate the propoſed. 
Event? But how can this be done in the preſent 
Caſe, unleſs we collate the Circumſtances, and from 
thence aſſume Arguments to move, and warm the 
Abilities of each other? And where can this be 
done with ſo much Proſpect of Advantage, as in 
theſe our Aſſemblies, wherein (however ſtrange this 

Doctrine may appear to modern Chriſtianity,) it is 
our bounden Duty, as you have already heard, to 
eſtimate with godly Care, what every Man hath | 
received of the Lord, and from the Equity of that - 
Eſtimation, to exhort, nay, to provoke to the pro- 
per Uſe 1 it, unto Love and good Works. —- 

The Expreſſion, I own, -is quick and powerful, 
but how great, how perfectly divine is the Effect 
intended, and why may not the Inclinations of 
Mankind, as once the Kingdom of Heaven, be 
taken by Violence ? There is an Holy, Joh. ii. 17. as 

well as a bitter Zeal, Jam. iii. 14, and why mag 
not thoſe Affections of the Mind, which in them 
ſelves are neither morally good, or evil, but the 

bare Inſtruments of Preſervation only, if duly culti- 
vated, greatly multiply the Seed ſown, and encreaſe 
the Fruits of our Righteouſneſs ? 

I magnify mine Office, ſays the great Apoſtle of 
the Gentiles, Rom. xi. 13. if by any Means I may 

provoke to Emulation, them which are my Fle ef, and 
migbt ſave ſome of them. 
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of Imitation, nay, of Superiority, i8 8 ſuppoſed 
: orcduns che SuperſtruRtore. 11050 1 


whole of Man; the entire Compoſition | in 1 5 Of- 
| fices of Beneficence z/ and, in Truth, who would 


the Spirit, or the rational Faculties, while they 


| pitious to iitſelf alone, is, and unleſs ſupported, as 
weak, and wavering, and fall of Doubts. 


ai from a laudable Deſite of maintaining an uni- 


vide, 2 Cor. vii. 2 1. for honeft Things, not only in 


who has been Tough ok of double Honour f or 


4 Riches given on the Account of Honour, 


the Song of the CI ER GH v. "ty 
A Defire tinctured With the Paſſions - arhbitions 


to begin a Building in the Lord, and een 


We muſt therefore 1 Ph enga af the. 


not imagine this to be the one Thing neceſſary, for 


continue ſuch,” muſt be for ever willing, but 
the Fleſh, ſenſible of much Viciflitude in this mor- 
tal World, fearful of Futurity, and naturally pro- 


once the trembling. Hands of Moſes, ever will be 


Here then muſt thoſe Arguments be applied, that 


form and happy Character among Mankind, from 
a ſecret Shame of a vicious and deſpicable Example; Z 
and above all, from the Prevalence of that Apoſto- 
lical Canon, wherein we are commanded. to- pro- 


foe fight of the Lord, but in the be Aen. 
But, if there come unto theſe our Aſſemblies, a 
fag with a gold Ring in guodiy Apparel, or one 


Revenue in the Church of Chriſt, and there come 
in alſo a poor Man in vile Raiment, or a Door- 


keeper” in he , 55 the, ER and. the 1 


ww 


+ 80 the art is uſed by Chris, Matt, xv. 5, 6. Mark vil. 11, 12. 
and Rev. xxi. 26. Grotius ſays, by Honour and 9 nnn. 
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£35 KSL 585 —— nt. be ew 5 
Offeriags they. makę. do nat cprteſgond to, 2 
nifeſtly evidence, their Ro 1 8 and Facul:. 
ties, is it not a Stumbling-black-laid hefore the Wella 
dag Charity of:aur.aveak:Brethsep 2 5 * 
the Sight of Wen ofſfended byithe a nequa- 
 lity-of this Adminiſtratiog ? But wh who, e w K. 
Ingly profane his on. Soul in the, midſt of he. 


Congregation, or preſent. beſare the. Lord, ly 
Which. 0 Lame 5 Blind, the Eyes of all He 


beholding . * A e [acrartit 10 Sci {ih Gg 5 * 
„The. Means therefore ent hays an im- 
medlate Influenca. an the Nutx. ded, .. 
the Affections of Mankind. may be. highly, 110i 
if provoted, or. an the ame- T ught een to d 
en preſſed in thei erb, if ſarpened; b 
proper and preſont-Motirch t. Fax, 5 2 47. 
peneth e, Han het- 
fontth the Countenancouf bis Enigid.: And; 8 * er 
gen is not- The onlx. . igſtructing 
Locks, and. Geſtures oksSu periora and c of Acquain- 
tanes,-nots ta ſayitheir — and their Exam ple, 
have adrabnithed inta Duty... N wu 3 
8 Füs. efficciuns Trudlency of:the Means e 
here fore, or the Aſſem bling of ourſelves ;$pge 
being: thus examinedzilet RET 
itſelf; or the. migtity Excellency of Love and 
Works 1 m- general... 144 ff 1. 4 118 
And ſincè the Cotſidetatign Ach Dateline 
as are relative, and thereby Alen te to us, can alone 
bs ns an aQive, a nN and a reaſonable 8 


e 142 rated re. ai 1 
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For how can that ſupreme Being, who! bears 
the incommunicable Name, ever communicate the 
Worſhip due to that alone with an 1. other ſubor- 
dinate and inferior Agent? 

And yet by the Deeds of Mercy PR eee 
neſs only can Mortality approach him, who dwelleth 
in Light, otherwiſe, unapproachable ;, and ſurely 
Imitation, in this Purſuit, is ſurrounded with 
greater Glories, than the moſt rare, and Plau ole 
. Inventions, 0; 

For what are Muſical Tunes, what: are 7 erſes re- 
pedo in Writing, Eccluſ. xliv. 5, what 1 is all man- 
ner of cunning Workmanſhip and Device, Ex. ili. 1. 
if laid in the Ballance with thoſe Leaders of - the 
People, 4, who gave Counfel by their Underfland- 
ing, 3, who ſearched out the Cauſ that they knew 
not, 16, who broke the Faws of - the Wicked, 1 75 
abo are Eyes unto the Blind, and Feet znto tbe 
Lame, 15; Job xxix? 

Beſides, in what does all the diligent Sapacity of 
Art and Science. terminate, unleſs in, the Riches, 

and the Advancement of their ſeveral Followers and 
| Profeſſors? and every View of Induſtry i is Gain : bt 
A ſordid, mean purſuit. 

But when the good Tree bringeth forth MB 
| Frui it, when a Mind rightly prepared in, Love. and 
1 —. produces the moſt undeniable Demonſtra- 
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